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Recognise the text. Understand the situation.
Build a clear answer in English.
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01 / ANSWER WITH A PURPOSE

A useful method for context questions
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Read each sub-question carefully. The question decides what you must write. A memorised answer will
not suit every question.
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1. Identify - Who? Which text?

Give the title and writer when asked. Identify the speaker and listener when relevant. A poem's speaker
is not always the poet.
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2. Locate - What is happening here?
State the immediate situation in one or two clear sentences. Include only details supported by the text.
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3. Explain - How does the language work?

If asked about a technique, name it, give a short example and explain its effect. Link your answer to the
exact words in the extract.

DD CSWOSE D GrE5OENS O DO WEB®. 6O EOWOHEE & OB DEe® &5 eB
DD, BEYS D) @ Be® DD 5O® SEABD WEBD.

4. Check - Have | answered the actual question?

Check names, spelling and relevance. Follow the marks and instructions printed on that paper.
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For essay paragraphs: Point + short evidence + explanation + link to the question.
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The following prompts and model answers are EWS practice material. They are not labelled as past-paper
questions. Use this aid with your prescribed texts and complete examination papers.
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02 / POETRY PRACTICE

The Eagle
Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Spotter 1 - Position and power

“He clasps the crag with crooked hands;”

Identify: The line is from The Eagle by Alfred, Lord Tennyson. A speaker describes the eagle from
outside the action.

Context: The eagle grips a high rock. The opening presents it as strong and isolated.
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Language: “Crooked hands” personifies the bird's claws. The repeated /k/ sound in “clasps,
and “crooked” is alliteration, making its grip sound firm.
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crag”

Spotter 2 - Looking down
“The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls:”

Context: Seen from the eagle's great height, the sea looks wrinkled and slow.

Effect: “Crawls” personifies the sea. Its slow movement contrasts with the eagle's sudden movement
at the end.
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Spotter 3 - Sudden movement

“And like a thunderbolt he falls.”

Model answer: The simile compares the eagle's downward movement to a thunderbolt. It suggests
sudden speed and force after the bird's stillness.
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Be precise: The poem does not explicitly describe a captured prey. Explain what the words show before adding
an interpretation.
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