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Literature: Read, Notice and Explain

Name: ___________________________ Date: ______________

Understand the idea
Read a poem twice. Notice what happens, how the speaker feels and which words create a picture. Support an
interpretation with evidence.

Example: The sun smiled is personification because the sun is given a human action.

A. Read the original EWS poem

A Small Beginning - an original EWS poem
At the gate I held a shy hello,
While morning hurried down the street.
A friend waved once; my fear let go,
And hope walked softly at my feet.

1. Where does the main action happen? (a) at a gate (b) on a beach (c) inside a bus

2. At first, how does the speaker feel? (a) angry (b) shy (c) bored

3. What causes the speaker to change? (a) a bell (b) a storm (c) a friend's wave

B. Find evidence

4. Write the two rhyming words at the ends of lines 2 and 4.

5. Copy one example of personification from the poem.

6. Which word in the final line suggests quiet, gentle movement?
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Literature: Read, Notice and Explain

Continue with questions 7-10. Use complete sentences when asked.

C. Explain and create

7. In one sentence, explain the change in the speaker's feelings.

8. What does the title A Small Beginning suggest? Give one reason.

9. Explain why hope walked softly is not a literal event.

10. Write one original line that gives a human action to the wind.

More practice? 3 / 6 / 10 worksheet sets + separate answers - charges apply.

WhatsApp: 3 sets + answers WhatsApp: 6 sets + answers WhatsApp: 10 sets + answers

Ask EWS Academy on WhatsApp: +94 703 101 101. Confirm topics, availability, fee and delivery before payment.
Direct practice page: englishwithasmile.lk/youtube-practice/literature.html
Would you like to join an EWS class? Ask us for class details.

Original unseen-poetry skills practice. This is not a prescribed Sri Lankan literature text or a full O/L paper.
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