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Test 2 - Explained Answer Guide
Grade 10 English Literature | Grade 11 revision | Alfred, Lord Tennyson

20 marks. These are independent EWS suggested answers, not an official marking scheme. Accept accurate
alternatives supported by the poem.

1. [1 mark] B - sky blue. The word describes the blue world around the bird, especially the sky.

2. [2 marks] Below / beneath / under (1). Evidence: beneath (1). The viewpoint places the eagle high above the
sea.

3. [1 mark] A - watching, then a sudden descent. He watches is followed by he falls. No swimming or singing is
described.

4. [2 marks] The eagle's bent talons / claws are called hands (1). This gives the bird a human feature / makes its
grip seem human-like (1). Accept a clear equivalent explanation.

5. [2 marks] Ripples / waves on the sea (1) look like small folds or wrinkles when seen from high above (1).
Accept another clearly supported account of the textured surface.

6. [2 marks] Any two of clasps, crag and crooked (1); alliteration (1). They repeat the initial /k/ sound. Hands does
not share that initial sound.
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7. [2 marks] False (1). The phrase emphasises the bird's great height / apparent closeness to the sun; it does not
state literal contact (1).

8. [2 marks] Falls (1). The contrast changes stillness / a fixed position into sudden downward movement (1). Do
not award the explanation mark for only repeating the two verbs.

9. [2 marks] The eagle's descent is compared to a thunderbolt (1), suggesting speed, suddenness or force (1).
Accept a relevant supported effect; naming simile alone is not the effect.

10. [4 marks] Award 1 mark for a clear relevant point; 1 for two precise textual details; 1 for explaining how at
least one detail conveys power; 1 for a coherent paragraph. Accept other accurate, evidence-based readings. Do
not require the model's exact words.

One possible paragraph - 61 words
Tennyson presents the eagle as powerful through its grip and sudden movement. The verb clasps suggests
that it holds the rock firmly. It is also high above the sea, watching from its mountain walls. At the end, the
comparison like a thunderbolt makes its descent seem fast and forceful. The change from stillness to action
strengthens this impression of controlled power.

Avoid these common mistakes
Do not only name a device. Explain what its words help the reader imagine.

Do not invent a named prey, a successful hunt or the eagle's death. The final line does not confirm these
events.
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