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The Eagle
Grades 10, 11 | Alfred, Lord Tennyson

A. Read and respond
1. Alfred, Lord Tennyson; poetry.

2. (b) steep rock.

3. Two stanzas; six lines.

4. Personification: the bird's claws are presented as hands.

5. AAA BBB. Each three-line stanza has one set of rhymes.
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B. Explain and develop
6. From the eagle's great height, the sea seems distant, small and slow.

7. The comparison with a thunderbolt suggests speed and force. It gives a sudden release to the still scene.

8. The opening repeats hard c sounds in clasps, crag and crooked. The concentrated consonants can suggest a
firm grip.

9. The poem describes a downward movement but names no prey or capture.

10. A strong response connects the high position and firm grip with watchfulness, then analyses the thunderbolt
comparison. Explain effects rather than simply listing devices. Accept a coherent alternative supported by the
poem.

More practice: 3 / 6 / 10 sets with separate answers - charges apply.
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