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The Chimney Sweeper - Songs of Innocence
Grades 12, 13 | William Blake

A. Read and respond
1. William Blake; Songs of Innocence.

2. Tom Dacre.

3. False. The children wake and return to work.

4. Freedom, sunlight or cleansing in the dream contrasts with dark, dirty labour on waking.

5. They suggest confinement and death associated with the children's dangerous work.
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The Chimney Sweeper - Songs of Innocence
Grades 12, 13 | William Blake

B. Explain and develop
6. The limited, hopeful perspective can reveal injustice beyond what the speaker fully understands.

7. It offers comfort and hope, but may also encourage endurance of unjust conditions. Explain both the
immediate comfort and the critical possibility.

8. The real conditions remain unchanged; the boys work in darkness despite Tom's warmth of feeling.

9. A speaker's belief can be presented for readers to question. Examine the contradiction between reassurance
and danger.

10. Develop a thesis about the gap between the child's hope and the conditions. Analyse the dream's images
and the return to labour. Consider an alternative reading of comfort; do not only retell events.

More practice: 3 / 6 / 10 sets with separate answers - charges apply.
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