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To the Evening Star
Grade 10 English Literature | William Blake | Set 1
Read the prescribed poem and matching EWS study before attempting the questions.
A speaker addresses the evening star as a loving, protective presence. Gentle images of rest change into fear
when the star withdraws. The final appeal asks for the vulnerable flock to remain safe.

Follow the speaker's request
The poem is a direct address to the evening star. The speaker asks it to light, smile, scatter dew and protect.
These requests create a prayer-like tone. The star is commonly identified with Venus, but the poem's
imaginative language matters more than treating it as an astronomy lesson.

Notice the change in mood
Begin with the resting sun, smiling presence, sleeping flowers, quiet lake and silver light. At Soon, full soon, the
speaker anticipates the star's departure. The raging wolf and glaring lion interrupt the calm. The poem ends with
an appeal, so permanent safety is requested rather than guaranteed.

Explain personification and metaphor
The star can smile and has eyes; flowers shut their eyes and the wind can sleep. These human actions make
nature feel intimate and caring. The sky's blue curtains suggest a room being prepared for rest. The torch and
crown suggest light, love and authority. Explain each effect instead of listing techniques.

Reading source: ASU Libraries, William Blake, Poetical Sketches.
Online EWS study: englishwithasmile.lk/literature/to-the-evening-star.html
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To the Evening Star
Grade 10 English Literature | William Blake | Set 1
Name: ___________________________ Date: ______________

1. Who wrote the poem, and whom does the speaker address?

2. Choose the meaning of radiant: (a) shining (b) silent (c) angry.

3. Give one action that makes the star seem human. Name the technique.

4. Correct the claim: The poem begins with wolves attacking the flock.

5. How does the image of blue curtains help create the opening mood?

The word limit is EWS paragraph practice guidance, not a universal official examination limit.
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