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The Camel's Hump

Grade 11 English Literature | Rudyard Kipling | Set 1

Read the prescribed poem and matching EWS study before attempting the questions.

The poem turns a camel's physical hump into a playful image of the bad mood people develop when they have
too little useful activity. An inclusive speaker admits that adults and children both experience it, and proposes
active outdoor work as the poem's remedy.
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Separate the literal and figurative hump

A camel has a physical hump. People getting the hump is an expression for becoming annoyed or
bad-tempered. Kipling connects these meanings humorously, making the invisible mood seem like an ugly
burden. The poem is a moral and comic picture, not a medical explanation of persistent low mood.
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Trace problem, symptoms and remedy

First identify too little to do. Next notice the untidy head, cross voice, scowling, grunting and growling. Then
follow the turn to a hoe, shovel and digging. The ending returns to the admission that everyone may get the
hump. This order links a problem with an energetic response.
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Listen to comic sounds

Hump and lump echo one another. Growl and grunt imitate unpleasant sounds, while repeated gr sounds can
make the complaints feel heavy and grumbling. Frouzly, snarly-yarly and cameelious are playful invented or
shaped words. The stretched to0-00-00 invites a chant-like performance. Read the humour without treating
every invented word as ordinary formal vocabulary.
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Reading source: The Kipling Society, original poem text.
Online EWS study: englishwithasmile.lk/literature/the-camels-hump.html
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1. Name the poet and identify the two meanings of hump used here.

2. According to the poem, what brings on the figurative hump?

3. Choose the meaning of perspire: (a) sleep (b) sweat (c) shout.

4. Give two details showing the grumpy mood.

5. Why is cameelious a useful comic word in this poem?

The word limit is EWS paragraph practice guidance, not a universal official examination limit.
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